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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 31, 2020
TO: Lisa Key, City of Liberty Lake
FROM: KJ Hanley, PE, Parametrix

Charles Allen, PE, PTOE Parametrix
SUBIJECT: Country Vista Drive Corridor Analysis DRAFT
CC:

PROJECT NUMBER: 377-7878-004
PROJECT NAME: Liberty Lake Network Analysis Update and Country Vista Corridor Study

INTRODUCTION

The City of Liberty Lake has requested Parametrix to conduct an update to the 2017 Network Analysis Transportation
Study including a focused corridor analysis of Country Vista Drive to investigate short-term issues and improvements. The
purpose of this memo is to summarize the results of the Country Vista Drive analysis. Additionally, to provide support to
the ongoing design of the Henry Road bridge over I-90, long-term intersection configuration recommendations are
provided for the Henry Road/Country Vista Drive intersection and the Mission Avenue/Henry Road intersection at either
end of the future bridge.

Given the current and future importance of the roadway, the City desires to analyze potential improvements to
accommodate vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic. Considerations include current zoning ordinances, land use
classifications as found in the Comprehensive Plan, trail plans, pending and near-term developments, traffic counts and
Level of Service (LOS) analysis, and projected future growth. Where intersection improvements are warranted, an analysis
is also conducted to determine whether roundabouts or traffic signals are the appropriate improvement strategy.
Additional recommendations for crosswalks and bicycle connections are outlined, as well as best practices in placing
future transit stops. The application of these principles will help the City of Liberty Lake maintain a comfortable effective
route for multiple modes of transportation and that as new development occurs, it will meet both current and future
demand.

BACKGROUND

Country Vista Drive is a five-lane roadway that parallels I-90 in the City of Liberty Lake. The study area includes a 1.5 mile
stretch of Country Vista Drive from the 1-90 on/off ramps (also known as the Appleway flyover) on the west to the
intersection with Liberty Lake Road to the east. A significant portion of the land that surrounds Country Vista Drive is
currently vacant, although a high school is being constructed on the west end of the corridor. Figure 1 shows the portion
of Country Vista Drive that is included in this study. The study area has a generally linear form, with a slight bend around
Henry Road.
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Figure 1: Study Area
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Zoning

Figure 2 shows the current zoning around Country Vista Drive as of March 2020. The three zones that are adjacent to the
study area include the M2 Community Center Mixed-Use District, the M3 Central Business Mixed-Use District, and the C2
Freeway Commercial District zones. Though each of these zones has specific requirements, all three are generally
commercial in nature.

Most of the study area falls within the M2 Community Center Mixed-Use District zone (shown in blue on Figure 2). The
M2 zone is intended to “promote the livability, stability, and improvement of the City’s community center mixed use
areas” (Liberty Lake City Code, 10-2F-1). Both vertical and horizontal mixed use is permitted in this zone. This mixture of
land uses is intended to “encourage walking, as an alternative to driving, and provide more employment and housing
options” (Liberty Lake City Code, 10-2F-1). This zone helps connect neighborhoods and employment areas. Development
in this zone should be “transit-oriented” to the greatest extent possible to reduce the reliance on the automobile and
parking needs.

The eastern portion of the corridor falls within the M3 Central Business Mixed-Use District zone. This zone makes up the
core of Liberty Lake’s central business district. The City has a goal to strengthen the M3 zone as the “heart” of the
community and as the logical place for people to gather and create a business center. This zone also has the same
principles as the M2 zone regarding the encouragement of walking and transit-oriented developments.

A small portion (roughly 1,000 feet) of the study area falls within the “C2 Freeway Commercial District” zone. This zone
provides for a range of light manufacturing, office uses, automobile-oriented uses, and similar uses which may not be
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appropriate in mixed-use zones. This small portion of C2 zone is located around the 1-90 on/off ramps. While this zone
allows for business services, including automobile-oriented uses, it does prevent strip commercial development on
arterial and collector streets.

Overall, existing development along the corridor is compliant with current zoning. Most development is commercial in
nature, with big-box, pad, and commercial strip development patterns. There is some medium-density housing south of
the street at the intersection of Henry Road. Based on current zoning, Country Vista Drive has potential to become an
even more vital commercial and mixed-use thoroughfare with future development.

Figure 2: Zoning
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Comprehensive Plan

In 2015 the City of Liberty Lake adopted a 20-year comprehensive plan. Comprehensive plans are meant to offer a long-
range vision for decision makers to refer to as development proposals and zoning requests are considered. An important
part of the comprehensive plan is the land use classification map. This map shows what land uses the city has determined
to be appropriate in each area of the city. A portion of Liberty Lake’s land use classification map is shown in Figure 3. The
land use classifications match the current zoning for the city, with most of the corridor designated Community Center
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Mixed-Use, a portion to the east designated Central Business District Mixed-Use, and a small portion to the west
designated Freeway Commercial.

Community Centers, as described in the comprehensive plan, are “higher-intensity mixed-use areas designed to serve two
or more neighborhoods. Community centers may have a mix of uses, including commercial, civic, light manufacturing or
industrial, office, recreational uses, and residential when associated with the other permitted uses” (Liberty Lake
Comprehensive Plan, pg. 49).

The Central Business District has more a regional focus, which is evident in its urban intensity and composition of uses
within the district. It is also intended to “attract significant numbers of additional office and retail jobs as well as
opportunities for new higher density housing” (Liberty Lake Comprehensive Plan, pg. 49).

The Freeway Commercial designation is meant for land uses that draw in customers from outlying areas. Specific
guidelines in this area are meant to improve the aesthetics of the 1-90 corridor. Residential uses are not permitted within
this designation.

Overall, the community has envisioned an attractive corridor, with a mixture of uses, pedestrian-friendly design,
opportunities for office and retail, and connections with surrounding neighborhoods.

Figure 3: Comprehensive Plan
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Trails Plan

In 2015, Liberty Lake also adopted the Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Plan. This plan highlights the priority the
City has placed in ensuring adequate active transportation infrastructure throughout the area. Country Vista Drive is
identified in this plan as an important bicycle corridor, with bike lanes shown on both sides of the street along its entire
length. This portion of the plan has already been implemented as bike lanes are currently present. Figure 4 is a map from
this plan, which specially calls out the need for a future “Park/Greenway” with new residential development.

Figure 4: Trails Plan
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Traffic Counts

To help determine existing conditions, Parametrix conducted city-wide traffic counts the week of November 4, 2019
including AM and PM peak period turning movement counts at 17 intersections and 72-hour tube counts at 11 locations.
Four intersections on Country Vista Drive were counted in addition to two tube count locations. Figure 5 summarizes the
city-wide traffic count results. At the time of the data collection, daily traffic volumes on Country Vista Drive corridor
ranged from about 11,500 to 13,500 vehicles per day with slightly higher volumes on the east end.

Figure 5: Traffic Counts
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Infrastructure

The entire portion of Country Vista within the study area currently has two travel lanes in each direction, and a center
turn lane. There are four-foot bike lanes on both sides of the street, a 10-foot grass buffer, six-foot sidewalks, and
landscaping. Street trees are present for approximately 50 percent of the length of the study area (found on the eastern
half of the corridor where most development has already occurred).

The vehicle speed limit changes at roughly the halfway point of the study area, with the western half being 45 mph, and
the eastern half closer to the city center being 35 mph. Very few pedestrian crosswalks span the street, with one at the
Liberty Lake Drive signalized intersection to the east, and a midblock crosswalk with a refuge island near the Home Depot
(see Figure 6). Other than the signal at Liberty Lake Drive, all intersecting streets are stop-controlled for the minor streets
and free-flow movements on Country Vista Drive.
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